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In JECS, statistical analyses and inferences are carried out according to the Strengthening the

Reporting of Observational Studies in Epidemiology (STROBE) [1]. We also recognise the

principles of the ASA Statement on Statistical Significance and P-Value [2]. As explained by

Vandenbroucke JP, et al [1], significance tests are avoided in descriptive tables and p-values

are not used as a criterion for selecting confounders to adjust for in JECS.
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14. Descriptive data: 14 (a). Give characteristics of study participants (e.g., demographic,

clinical, social) and information on exposures and potential confounders.

“Inferential measures such as standard errors and confidence intervals should not be used to
describe the variability of characteristics, and significance tests should be avoided in
descriptive tables. Also, P values are not an appropriate criterion for selecting which
confounders to adjust for in analysis; even small differences in a confounder that has a strong

effect on the outcome can be important [144,145].”
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